
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Taking the Pulse of IWP . . .  
 
Two years ago we actively began to address some growth and transition needs.  The NWP’s increasing emphasis on 
growing teacher leaders and on site infrastructure places increased demands on us to ensure site sustainability and to set up 
cyclical opportunities for our Teacher Consultants to take leadership roles in all aspects of site work.   We’re making good 
progress on that goal, deliberately and strategically, as our programs this year have demonstrated. 
 
To grow as a site, we recognized that our leadership roles need to be predominantly mentor roles.  The spirit of NWP is 
collaboration, with more expert learners mentoring less expert learners.  We are not working in a hierarchical structure of 
knowledge or expertise.  The key is that we all continue to learn—and if the task is new, we don’t have to learn it alone. 
 
The Summer Institute is the key that opens the door to growing leadership, but once Fellows are invited into the house, we 
must offer them continuing opportunities to grow by testing and reflecting on practice and sharing it with others.   We have 
set a number of opportunities for 2007-08 in place, but there is always room for more. 
 

·  Core Council:  Involving folks in planning even before they have to take responsibility for leadership is part of the 
mentoring/growing process.  It helps to create ownership and investment.  Our working Council offers one such 
opportunity, but there are more. . . .  

·  As a mature site, according to the NWP model we should be placing at least 2/3 (or more) of our emphasis on TCs 
continuing professional growth and on inservice.  These two areas provide the greatest number of opportunities for 
growing leadership: study groups, advanced institutes, writing retreats, comp camps, Saturday Seminars, open 
institutes, programs you can birth and name. 

 
We welcome the 2007 Summer Fellows into our IWP family and look forward to sharing more laughter and tears, joys and 
frustrations as we write and learn. 

Share the power~ 
Linda Hanson, IWP Site Director 
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New Fellows Join the TC Community 
 
Shirley Babcock, Lafayette Tecumseh Jr. High 
Although I have spent most of my writing career creating works that are humorous in tone, I now 
realize that to be a more versatile writer, I need to develop works of different tone.  Sharing writing 
with others is an important key because people are given positive feedback and are positively 
encouraged in writing skills.  Where do I go from here? 
 
Alena Bogucki, Yorktown High School 
The IWP Summer Institute has been an organized fortification of 
things I knew instinctively about guiding my students to be 
autonomous, aware writers, who do not have to go back to 
square one for each assignment.  At the end of our immersive, 
daily experience, I find myself primed to truly facilitate the 
environment and development I brainstormed and desired a year 
ago. 
 

Carrie Thomas, Lakeside Elementary 
I never considered myself a writer.  Of course, I wrote 
parent newsletters, notes home, lesson plans and other 
pieces that I needed to write for classes or documentation.  I 
also felt I was a good writing teacher.  The greatest 
revelation in the summer institute for me was that first I 
really did need to be a writer myself to be a more effective 
writing teacher.  Then I wrote.  I started feeling the aching 
with caring.  I became a writer.   
 
 

 
Val MacGarry, KwaZulu-Natal Department of Education, South Africa 
One of the most important truths I learned on this course is summed up in a quotation from Mem Fox 
in her book, Radical Reflections: 
 “If we are so foolish as to dare to teach writing without ever writing ourselves, we are treading 
with arrogance on shaky ground.” 
 
Marcia Maple, Elwood Haynes Elementary, Kokomo 
I really liked the idea of learning more about writing to use in the class.  I came out with a lot more 
than I had ever expected.  When I came to the class, I continued to think of what I could take back for 
my students.  I got more out of it than that.  I will be a writer for the rest of MY life.  I would love to 
continue to be involved with the Indiana Writing Project because I found it to be an excellent 
experience. 
 
Matt Hartman, Ball State University 
Summer Institute has given me a fresh look at my teaching by 
taking me back in time to when I was a student.  It has helped me 
to identify with my own students’ struggles, fears, triumphs, 
hesitations, and joys.  It has reminded me that it takes time to 



 

learn to write, to understand our own writing process, and to gain confidence in ourselves as writers. 
Side Note:  Matt’s piece entitled, “Dead Bunnies” was run in the July 22 Anderson Herald Bulletin! 
 

Katie Habansky, Yorktown High 
School 
I have just finished the most wonderful 
experience at the Indiana Writing Project and 
can’t wait to start the new school year with all 
the knowledge I now have.  Although I do not 
believe I was teaching wrong before, I do see 
many errors in my ways and places where there 
is a need for change.  That is why I am so 
thankful for the opportunity I had to spend this 
summer writing, learning, and teaching with 
others who share my same vision about students 
and writing.  What an amazing feeling to know 
that not only was I learning so much, but more 

importantly, I was going to take all the information I discovered and apply it in my classroom. 
 
Ann Meiring, Northside Elementary, Union City 
Attending the one-week Open Institute last summer convinced me to sign up for the Summer Institute.  
The best part of the experience is being a member of a community of writers.  The opportunity to read, 
research, write, and reflect has been intense and enjoyable.  I’m especially excited about sharing the 
importance of authentic audiences with my third grade teaching team. 
 
Alysha Scott, Blackford Elementary 
In the very beginning of Summer Institute, I couldn’t 
believe it, I was hooked! Hooked by topics to use in 
social studies, such as: writing to learn, writing for a real 
audience, writing for a purpose, and oh, so much more. I 
now realize, I AM A WRITER! I LOVE IT! I cannot 
express in words how much I have valued this wondrous 
experience at the Indiana Writing Project. I had heard 
from some the experience at IWP is life changing—I 
guess some need to experience it to believe it. 
 
Tammy Underwood, Cowan Elementary 
I was amazed at how much I learned over the course of four weeks.    As a matter of fact, Katie Wood 
Ray in chapter 10, “Growing Taller In Our Teaching”, from Wondrous Words stated perfectly how I 
felt about the experience,  “Sometimes, maybe we can learn too much too fast.  Sometimes, we can 
learn so much—all at once—that it changes who we are…really good learning does that for us—it 
messes with what we think we know, creating a tension in our lives that can be uncomfortable.”  
During IWP I learned firsthand that writing has power.  I cannot wait to share that power with my 
students. 
 



 

Kathy Flatter, Selma Elementary School 
Going to the IWP Saturday Seminars stirred up 
my curiosity.  I knew there were better ways to 
teach writing, and I wanted to know about them.  
From these humble beginnings, the power of the 
process began to reveal itself.  It has changed my 
life, and I’m feeling the power!�I never thought I 
would be one of those people who say, “It 
changed my life,” but it has…in many ways! 
 

Dale Basham, Muncie Southside High School 
I truly believe that an inspired leader can impact the 
focus, direction, and improvement of a school.  As I 
have traveled each day this summer to and from 
Southside and the Indiana Writing Project Summer 
Workshop, I am stuck with the notion that we must 
undertake another kind of renovation.  The tools I have 
begun to acquire this summer have given me the 
inspiration to begin that academic renovation.  I will 
add a new tool—the frequent use of writing for 

assessing across the curriculum—to my toolbox.  We are a school under construction.  Hard hats are 
not required, but open minds are.   
 
Julie Perkins, Yorktown High School 
My goals for participating in the Summer Institute were that I wanted to learn more about teaching 
writing effectively and to spend time on my own writing.  While I feel that both of these goals have 
been met, a surprising part of this experience is that I actually look forward to writing now.  I have 
always been told I am good at writing, I have received awards from the schools I’ve attended and from 
the state of Iowa, and I have enjoyed having the finished product in my hand.  But I have truly enjoyed 
the writing itself over these past four weeks, and I think that my enjoyment for writing has largely been 
because it’s been done in the context of writing workshop. 
 
Shirley Thacker, Wes Del Elementary 
I enjoyed the Open Institute last summer.  Standing on the 
shoulders of Ralph Fletcher, Carl Anderson, Lucy Calkins, Janet 
Angelillo, and Katie Wood Ray, learning more about Writing 
Workshop and mentor text, just whetted my appetite for writing.  
I was delighted to be able to attend the Indiana Writing Project 
(Summer Institute).  I came with anticipation of finding research 
that will help me in my class and for the total school professional 
development plan.  I also wanted to find information that would 
be helpful for my future as a writer. 

IWP helped me through my journey called life.  I was able to write down some sad—some 
funny events in my life.  I don’t think I could have done this without the power of writing. 



 

 
 

Our Newest South African TC shares her gratitude! 
 
 
To all my IWP Fellows, 
 
When I came here to join the IWP, I had missed two days of bonding, as you know.  I thought I would 
feel an outsider.  After all, you had all had opportunities to share, connect and get to know one another.  
How very wrong I was!  No one told me beforehand that I would be offered friendship, warmth, even 
kinship while sharing powerful writing moments, one after another.  You have more than restored my 
faith in the teaching profession—you have restored my belief in the common bond of humanity we 
share—no matter how far we are from one another. 
Thank you to each and every one of you for making this Indiana Writer’s Project more than a 
professional development opportunity.  It was an opportunity to share a better future, in every way. 
 
With warmest affection, 
 
Val MacGarry 



 

“The thing I’ve been most 
impressed with is that Open 
Institute is not just for English 
teachers.  The writing workshop 
can be used across the 
curriculum.”  –Betsy Duckworth 

Open Institute 2007 
 
 The second Open Institute of the Indiana Writing project expanded 
the writing horizons for seven teachers with 5 days of intensive training and 
self-directed discovery.  The committed professionals, whose teaching focus 
varied from fourth grade general education instruction to high school French, 
questioned their current teaching practices and the ability to incorporate 
writing into their instructional day.   The anchor text, Writing Workshop:  The 
Essential Guide, by Ralph Fletcher and JoAnn Portalupi, established the basic 
foundation of knowledge, which was built upon throughout the week.  A 
writing community was quickly developed, a writing workshop was quickly 
established, and teachers quickly realized that both components were essential 

for the teaching of writers.   Teachers, immersed in the best practices of 
writing instruction, personal writing opportunities, and professional dialogue 
for eight hours each day, continued their personal writing journey into the 
evenings at home.    
 Mornings in the Open Institute (after being jump started by coffee, 
chocolate, and cheery smiles) were informational.  The co-directors, Susan 

Darling and Robin Scott, 
carefully selected 
supplemental texts and literature to ground and facilitate meaningful 
dialogues.  The participants were introduced to Lucy Calkins, Katie Wood 
Ray, Carl Anderson, Mem Fox, and Lou Orfanella (who encouraged us to 
“Get Naked”).  Vulnerability in writing, class climate, craft in children’s 
literature, and organizing the writing workshop were discussed in depth 
and the teachers discovered new practices to implement in the fall. 

Modeling mini-lessons was a part of each day.  On Friday, each 
participant demonstrated her understanding of mini-lessons by teaching a 
self-selected demonstration lesson.  Modeled mini-lessons covered the 
topics of prompt writing, vivid language, effective leads, internal 
dialogue, using poetry in math, and even capitalization in French!  Each 

teacher left the Open Institute understanding the importance of mini-lessons within the writing workshop.  However, 
conferencing seemed to be their biggest concern, leaving the ground quite fertile for possible fellows for the 2008 Summer 
Institute. 

Taking a lead from the model used in Summer Institute, the participants were encouraged to become writers 
themselves.  In the afternoons, the teachers were provided the opportunity and support to create their own pieces.  By doing 
this, the co-directors were able to model conferencing using authentic pieces written by the teachers, discuss the trials and 
tribulations writers experience, and how sharing will lead writers to “ache with caring” (Mem Fox, Radical Reflections, 
1993, p. 3). 

A special highlight of the week was when we were visited by the 2007 Summer Institute fellows.  Their 
enthusiasm was contagious. Each of the fellows described in detail (and with GREAT enthusiasm) how the Summer 
Institute has changed their practice, changed their view of themselves as writers, 
and changed their LIVES!  Particularly inspiring were the stories recounted by the 
two fellows who had attended the first Open Institute in 2006 affirming the 
importance of the Open Institute. 

The Open Institute concluded with a celebration of the participants’ new 
knowledge, new friends, and a new view of themselves as teachers and writers.  
As potential fellows, these participants realized the need for professional research 
to support their practice.  Additionally, the potential fellows were eager to return 
to their classrooms and put into practice what they have learned. 

 
And as an aside the co-directors (who went through the Summer Institute together 
in 2001) reestablished a professional relationship, friendship, and partnership that 
will prove to be quite amazing! 

“I really liked that I was writing, 
because I’ve never had time to do that.  
That will make me a better teacher.” 
                            –Windi Hornsby 



 

A Day on the Hill—the National Writing Project in Washington 
 
 This year delegates from IWP trekked to our nation’s capital March 28-31, 2007, to lobby for continued funding.  
Attending the trip was Linda Hanson (IWP Site Director), Bea Sousa (IWP Inservice Coordinator), LaVeena Crow (2006 
Fellow), and the family of Derek and Joyce Jamerson (2000 Fellows). Their trip was a huge success and we thank them for 
their commitment to IWP. 
 

“I was asked to attend the National Writing Project Spring 
Meeting without really understanding what it was all about. 
What I found was a lot of exceptional people committed to and 
passionate about writing—enough so that they were willing to 
meet with this country's leaders to discuss the matter. On the 
flip side, I found young people working and helping to make 
decisions who were actually surprised to hear about the 
Writing Project and its impact on the classroom. I felt as if, in 
my small way, I made a difference that day! I got to share my 
stories, my opinions, my thoughts with people willing to listen 
and make a change. That was beyond overwhelming; it was 
humbling. Additionally, I got to meet and see other 
professionals from Indiana who were extremely talented and 
committed to writing! It was thrilling! I felt right at home.” 
     –LaVeena Crow 
 

“When we first got to D.C. I was nervous because I didn't know what I was 
going to do. Then, when we got there I remember the first meeting in the 
hotel. I got to meet several important people. They were all nice. They 
talked to us about what we were going to talk about and do in our meetings 
with the Senators. The first meeting with the Senator was very nervous. I 
thought I was going to be standing behind a podium talking to a lot of 
people, but instead I got to sit on a couch and talk to the Congressman in a 
regular conversation. The next few times I wasn't nervous because I had 
done it already. I got to see the Capital building, the Reflecting Pool, the 
Lincoln Memorial, the Vietnam Memorial, the World War II Memorial, the 
Washington Memorial, and the White House. The Capital building is 
enormous! I got a chance to see a statue of Abraham Lincoln; it was huge. I 
liked reading about him and things he said when he was alive. I thought the 
White House was big, but it was actually much smaller than I thought it 
would be. We found the name of our state, Indiana, at the World War II Memorial. It also had a beautiful fountain of water 
shooting out into a pool.” –Jailah Jamerson, Age 11 
 
“Washington D.C is like a huge city jungle with lots and lots of really tall buildings. The Washington Memorial was really 
tall with a point at the top. The Capital building was round on the top, like a half of an oval, with a big rectangle on the 
bottom. There's also a museum there. We saw dinosaurs and mammals and sea creatures! We had to dress up and go to 
important meetings with important people. It was fun going to the meetings 
with the Congressman because they gave us popcorn and drinks and toys. We 
saw lots of people getting arrested. The people had signs up and they were 
marching around inside the Congressman buildings. They were mad and 
wanted the war to end. Washington, D.C. is a good place to go because it's 
fun. You might get to see the huge lake we saw (the Reflection Pool) and see 
yourself in it.”   

–CJ Jamerson, Age 7 
 
“We ate food at Washington, D.C. We go to sleep. We watched TV. We 
played games. We saw an elevator. We go down the elevator (in the hotel).  
We seen the building—the white building.  I wore a pretty dress. It was pink 
with polka dots. We went to the building. We walked everywhere around the 
street. We went to the meetings. One man (Congressman) had toys. He gave Skittles to us. They was nice to me. My 
favorite part was when I saw the building.”             –Briana Jamerson, Age 3 



 

Local Site Research Initiative Sends IWP Fellows to Denver 
By Linda Hanson and Bonnie Stewart 

 
What is LSRI? 
With research grants from National Writing Project, IWP is completing one Local Site Research Initiative (LSRI) and 
beginning another this year.  The LSRIs give us an opportunity to study the writing performance of 9th and 10th grade 
students in area high schools in order  

·  to validate local and/or ISTEP scoring rubrics with the National Writing Project’s rubric and  
·  to examine the effect of IWP professional development programs on student performance.  

ISTEP+ writing samples from Fall 2006 serve as the base measure, or pre-test.  Post-test writing samples were from similar 
prompts often tied to an instructional unit in late April or early May. A final post-test will be collected for the original 9th 
grade classes this fall in the form of a second ISTEP scored paper. [Those papers will be evaluated at the 2008 NWP 
National Scoring Conference.] 
 

What is the purpose of the NWP National Scoring Conference? 
At the NWP National Scoring Conference in June, in Denver, Colorado, Indiana papers were scored with papers from 
across the nation using the NWP rubric which was adapted from the 6+1 Traits rubric, with the blessings of Northwest 
Regional Education Laboratories. When we receive the scoring results next month, we will have: 

·  A snapshot of how Indiana students compare nationally 

·  Information to inform instruction.  If you’re familiar with 6+1, you know that the traits give you more information 
to inform your instruction than does ISTEP.  Additionally, selected papers will be analyzed for prominent features 
(like metaphors) that correlate with particular scores.    

·  Information to demonstrate that IWP has had an impact on improving students’ writing. 

·  Comparative data to show how closely aligned are the ISTEP rubric and the NWP-6 Trait rubric.  
 

This fall, participating teachers will receive data on their students’ writing showing a holistic score for each student as well 
as their scores on six writing traits that will help them determine the gaps in instruction. The data will contribute to specific 
recommendations for making assessment at the high school level more sensitive to the goals for writing expressed in our 
Indiana Standards.   We will conduct data interpretation and analysis sessions for each school involved, and provide some 
coaching during Fall 2007 based on the results of data. 
 

Who went to Denver this year? 
The following IWP Fellows attended the 2007 NWP National Scoring Conference and were trained to use the NWP rubric:  
Lisa Belcher, Rebecca DeShaney, D’Anne Ettl, Linda Hanson, Heidi Harris, LeeAnn Mitchell, Daneryl Nier-Weber, 
Andrea Powell, Kelly Sharp, Lori Shriener, Jenny Smithson, Robin Sowder, Bonnie Stewart, Stacey Swan, Becky 
Thibodeau, and Jennifer Walton. 
 

Why should I attend?  
Attending the National Scoring Conference helped me grow professionally by realizing my students writings are 

not as bad as I thought and that I am teaching the things that make writing to a prompt workable. We have to deal with 
lousy prompts most of the time with the I-STEP so that I was not sure that I was getting across to them what they needed in 
order to do better. Now I think I am at least beginning to see how to approach it. I do know that attending the Janet 
Angelillo workshop after the conference has been an additional help.  
  I confirmed that my personal rubrics are not specific enough and leave too many ways for students to get a higher 
score than what my gut was telling me they should have. I will use aspects of the rubric we received with some of my own 
and try to write ones that will give a truer picture of the students' writing skills. 
  I believe other teacher consultants should attend to give them a better understanding how tests are scored even 
though the rubric we used is not the one the state test uses. It helped me better understand the process of the scoring. When 
I have a student who asks me, "Why did I get a ___ and the example was scored this, what is the difference?"  I hope I can 
better explain what the scorer or reader was wanting. 
  I think this was a great experience and I believe I would enjoy doing it again. The "task-masters", ie. table and 
room leaders, kept us on task, on focus, but were fun. It made the day go by quickly. Thank-you for the experience. 
           –Bonnie Stewart, 1998 Fellow 



 

A Day with Janet Angelillo 
By Tammy Taylor�
 

On a warm summer day in June, when most teachers are lounging by the pool, 
lying on the beach, or reading the latest James Patterson novel, a group of IWP teachers 
and guests came together to be fed.  Not fed in the sense by food, but fed professionally.  
They gave a day of their sacred and short summer to hear Janet Angelillo speak on her 
book, Writing About Reading.  

From the moment Janet began talking, we felt like we were one of her 
colleagues in her Writing About Reading Leadership Group rather than teachers who 
came to hear her impart wisdom.   We became kindred spirits and realized she knew our 
struggles when she stated, “Teachers are plagued by mandates that don’t allow 
meaningful and authentic response, focus on rules rather than meaning, and don’t allow 
response to reading for real reasons.”  She advocated that we help our students make 
connections to reading by having them think, talk, and write about their reading.  When 
this happens, we enable our students to make connections to other facets of learning as well. 

To better understand the concept of writing about reading, Janet led us through an interactive workshop to 
experience the process.  Using two of her favorite books, Harry the Dirty Dog and Come on Rain!, we became students in 
the classroom of Janet Angelillo.  Large and small group talk about the story, note taking, reflection and responding, 
organizing notes, synthesizing notes, and then the writing process were all a part of the experience for the participants.  
Evidence of deep thinking, story comprehension, and author’s craft could be heard in the conversations about the books. 

The overriding theme of the day, the deep thinking that students need to be doing to be successful readers and 
writers, is one each teacher struggles with.  Janet was able to model and engage the audience in practical, authentic 
activities that we can use in our classrooms.  “Spending the day with Janet has been one of the most rewarding professional 
development days I’ve experienced,” remarked a participant.  A day with Janet Angelillo - another IWP success story! 
 

   

       



 

Barbara Morrow Spends a Day with the 2007 Summer Institute 
By Jenny Smithson 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A Good Night for Freedom by Barbara Morrow 
Reviewed By: Jane Snider 

 

 Noted Indiana author, Barbara Morrow, spent the morning with the Invitational Summer Institute 
participants and a few guests on Tuesday, July 10, 2007.  She is the author of the picture book A Good 
Night for Freedom (see the book review on this page for more information). 
 We learned that in order to write well, you should “look for a story in your own backyard.”  She 
took the participants through the process of writing her picture book and how “an idea does not equal a 
book.”  Primary source material about the Underground Railroad in Indiana led her to further questions. 
She traveled to Fountain City and toured a home there that was owned by Levi Coffin (a man who hid 
runaway slaves heading toward Canada after the passing of the Fugitive Slave Act).  After seeing the 
hiding places in the home and reading more about his life, she was determined that the story could not be 
told without him. 
 “I read, I research, I learn” was the mantra she repeated throughout the presentation—an 
inspiring quote that will live with me as a researcher and a writer. Barbara Morrow currently lives in 
Auburn, Indiana, and is looking forward to the publishing of her next book in 2009. 

     Born in 1798, Levi Coffin was a Quaker and a leader of 
the Underground Railroad in east-central Indiana.  He 
assisted over 200 slaves to freedom.  Thorough research led 
Barbara Morrow, the author, to write this historical fiction 
picture book.  She weaves a believable tale of a young girl, 
Hallie, who must decide whether to listen to her father and 
not be involved in the illegal activities at the Coffin home, or 
to protect Susan and Margaret, two young runaways.  Her 
decision-making is realistic and transfers to tough decisions 
children have to make in this present time.  Courage to stand 
up for the right is always difficult, and Barbara Morrow 
helps young readers to think through the process of making 
such choices in life.   
     Mrs. Morrow lives in Angola, Indiana, and shared her 
work with the fellows and guests at the Summer Institute this 
summer.  A Good Night for Freedom (published by Holiday 
House) is a must for young readers as well as anyone who 
would like a quick view of the Underground Railroad in 
Indiana.  What a model for teaching students to write 
historical fiction or to depict tough decision-making for a 
character! 



 

 

Book Reviews for the Busy Educator 
 
 
Testing is Not Teaching: What Should Count in Education 
By Donald H. Graves 
Reviewed by Jenny Smithson 
 
Testing is Not Teaching was born from the realization Graves had in 2001 that instead of 
teaching our students to think in order to compete in the world market “we (public 
schools) seem to be hung up on mechanical non-thinking approaches to teaching (p. ix) 
just to raise test scores.  His editor encouraged him to write a book of essays on his 
thoughts about this topic.  Each essay included is 1000 words or less and would be 
perfect for discussions on inservice days or with friends/colleagues online or in person.   
In a common sense way, he brings to the surface the flaws of the standards movement 
and high-stakes testing mandated by federal law.  My favorite is his essay entitled 
“Tapping Teacher Expertise for Higher Standards.”  It validates what we do at the 
Writing Project in every way.  Teachers-teaching-teachers is the model that “takes 
longer, but it lasts” (p. 52). 
 I encourage you to take a look at this powerful work.  It includes many 
examples of well-crafted essays as well as a few transcribed interviews with business leaders and politicians.  I feel more 
confidant having discussions about my ideas about teaching and learning when I’m backed by the wise words of Donald 
Graves.  You will feel the same. 
 
 
 
 
 
Twilight  
By Stephanie Meyers    
Reviewed by LeeAnn Mitchell 

 
It was a sacrifice, but at least her mom would be free to live life with her new 

husband.  Leaving her former life in Phoenix, Arizona, Isabella Swan moves in with her 
dad in rainy, dreary Forks, Washington, so her mom can travel the minor league baseball 
circuit with her stepfather, Phil.  Little does she know that her own life will be completely 
changed. The first step in the upheaval was meeting Edward Cullen. 

Edward was unlike any boy Bella had ever met and with good reason. He was a 
vampire, albeit one who didn’t use humans as his source of nourishment.   Vampire or not, 
Bella falls in love with him, and Twilight follows the strange progression of a romantic 
relationship fraught with complications and difficulties. Edward struggles with his 
attraction to Bella’s blood, Bella fights the fact that her boyfriend will never age, and both 
combat outside forces that try to end Bella’s life.   

Twilight is the first in a trilogy following Bella and her involvement with the stranger things of life.  Meyers 
weaves together the beauty of a love story, the danger of being hunted, and some of the lightness of high school life in this 
novel.  Young adults will be drawn in by the idea of bloodthirsty vampires and will stay because of the well-crafted, 
suspenseful story.    

   
 
 
Note:  The IWP Newsletter Editor is looking for more TCs to write reviews for the fall 
and winter issues.  Deadlines are November 1 and February 1.  Contact Jenny Smithson 
(jsmithson@selma.bsu.edu) if you are interested in having an audience for your writing.  
All submissions welcome.



 

 

Laminate Me! 
Use me as a Bookmark! 
 
Registration forms for  
Saturday Seminars on the  
IWP Website now! 
 
Look for ITW Conference 
registration materials when 
you return to school! 
 
Save the date for the NWP-IN  
Retreat in February and the  
Writing Retreat at Turkey Run 
State Park June 10-12, 2008.  
More information to come in 
the fall newsletter. 
 
 

DO YOU HAVE SOMETHING TO CONTRIBUTE TO THE NEXT IWP NEWSLETTER? 
 

�  Student writing? 
�  A reflective piece? 
�  Creative writing of your own? 
�  A book review (picture books, YA books, and professional books)? 
�  A successful teaching experience? 
�  News about an IWP fellow you know? 
Please send all contributions to Jenny Smithson, IWP Newsletter Editor, at jsmithson@selma.bsu.edu.  
Contributions for the November issue must be sent via email by November 1, 2007. 
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